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SERMON. 
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PSALM  xxviii.  7. 

THE  Lord  is  wij  strength  and  mi/  shield;  vu/  hcaii  trusted  in 
him,  and  I  am  helped :  therefore  my  heart  greatly  rejoic 
cth  ;  and  ivilh  my  song  Kill  I  praise  him. 


King  DAVID  consoles  himself,  with 
reflection  on  the  streiij^lh  he  has  received  from 
the  Lord ;  with  his  whole  heart,  lie  trusted  ni 
him,  and  he  was  helped.  He  p--:itly  rejoiced, 
and  with  songs  of  thanksgiving,  ki  the  mercies, 
and  blessings,  which  he  received  irom  the  Lord, 
he,  most  thaiikiiilly  praised  him. 

And,  what  conduct,  after  having  acquired  sucli 
victories,  as  have  been  gained  over  the  common 
enemy  of  mankind,  is  more  likely  to  call  down 
the  favor,  the  grace,  and  the  protection  of  the 
Almighty  Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  against  the 
attacks  of  our  neighbouring  enemies,  than  i)ray- 
(.«r,  praise,  and  thankgiving  ;  for  his  wondertul 
condescention,  and  boimtv,  in  pouring  down  such 
unmerited  favours,  as  he  has  graciously  bestow- 
ed ui)on  us  ;  by  his  astonishing  mercies,  ni  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  late  bloody,  extended,  and 
expensive  war,  u]>()n  the  continent  of  Europe.^ 
*'  Deliver  us  not,  O  Gody  over  unto  the  will  oi 
that  are  near  us — f"r   I'lilse  \\\U 


u 


our  enemies, 


♦•  nessess  are  risen  up  against  us— and  such  as 
*'  breathe  out  cruelty." 

Nothing  surely,  can  be  more  manifest,  than 
the  duty  of  thankfulness — and  with  our  song, 
with  j)ious  and  grateful  effusions  of  our  souls,  to 
j)ray  to,  and  to  praise  our  Almighty  Deliverer, 
from  the  hands  of  our  enemies — our  Almigh- 
ty Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  and  of  the  blessing«5 
of  peace,  on  the  continent  df  Europe. 

1  shall  proceed  in  this  discourse,  by  endeavor- 
ing to  shew  the  nepessity  of  prayer  and  thanks- 
giving to  the  Almighty  Sovereign,  for  the  un- 
numbered blessings,  he  has  bestowed  upon  us  ; 
and  especially,  for  the  late  victories,  which  he 
has  enabled  us,  and  our  Allies  to  gain  over  our 
enemies  ;  and  to  point  out  our  obligation,  thus 
grcatiiiUy  to  lift  up  oMr  hearts  to  heaven,  in  or- 
der to  acquire  his  protection,  and  support,  a- 
gainst  the  attempts  of  our  neighbouring  enemies 
to  conquer  us. 

Without  tlie  regular  exercise  of  the  gracious 
privilege  that  is  from  heaven,  bestowed  upon  us, 
of  addressing  the  merciful  King  of  heaven,   as 
our  atlectionate  Father,  both  privately  and  pub- 
lickly,  how  can  we  presume  to  look  up  for  big 
protection  and  support.     Without  opening  our 
hearts  to  Him,  and  holding  as  it  were,  consoling 
converse  with  Him,  which  we  are  commanded  to 
hold,  they  must  be  shut  up,  to  every  kind  of 
christian  benevolence  and  virtue  ;  incapable  of 
enjoying  the  variety  of  God's  donations,   and  of 
obtaining  from  him,  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
])cace  autl  prosperity.     For  can  we  suppose  that 
t  hese  blessings  will  be  bestowed,  on  the  ungrateful 
and  the  unthankfr.l ;  on  those,  who  from  ingrati- 
tude and  ur.thankfulness,  (from  their  corrupt  nar 


turc)  degenerate  into  sensual  voluptuousness,  ir- 
reverend,  blasphemous  and  inolanc  sinners.    And 
can  you  suppose,  my  brethren,  that  withholding 
from  Providence,  the  gracious  intcrcou^c  with 
him,  that  is  bestowed  upon  you,  ny  his  mercy, 
that  you  will  not,  absolutely  thus  drgcr  :rate ;  that 
YOU  will  not  sink  so  low,  as  to  relinquish  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  the  children  of  God,  and  become 
the  children  of  ihe  Prince  oi'  this  world  ;  the 
children  of  the  prince  of  darkness  ;  nficr  hayninj 
shut  your  eyes,  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  pioilereil 
Light  of  Heaven.     AVilhout  looking  up,   to  tins 
light,  all  your  charity,  and  the  various  other  mor- 
al  virtues,  which  ghtter  in  thr  sight  of  the  irre- 
ligious and  uninformed,  are  nothing ;  they  are 
mere  sounding  brasses  and  tinkling  cymhals.-- 
Your  souls  will  become  selfish,  sordid,  devoted 
to  sensuality  and  voluptuousness  ;  and  in  gener- 
al deriving  more  pleasure  than  pain  from  profane 
and      pious  oaths  and  imprecations.     Shocking 
oaths  and  imprecations  of  the  hlasj^hemous  ;  call- 
ing profanely  on  the  Supreme  Being,— as  1  have 
observed  in  a  former  discourse,  to  pour  down 
perdition  on  their  souls.      But  protaneness,    1 
trust,  nay  I  am  sure,   docs  not  apply  in  general 
to  any  in.  this  congregation.     '  have  been  many 
times  shocked  and  oHended,  at  the  utterance  of 
this  blasphemy,  in  the  stietts.     But  it  is  my  du- 
ty to  observe,  that  the  neglect  of  prnyer  ami 
praise— the  neglect  of  licartfelt  thankgiving,  for 
our  various  blessings,  may  degenerate  our  mmds, 
to  the  very  worst  kinds  of  p'otat^j  wickedness, 
and  ruin  our  capacities  for  obtaining  heaven's 
o-racious  promises  to  the  truly  penitent,      i  his 
dcpUi  of  wickedness  may  be  artfully  concealed 
-  men  j  but  it  may  shly  and  si- 


iVoni  liic  c^■es  oi 


(i 

leuilv  lurk  in  our  hearts,  aiul  render  to  them,  ;>s 
much,  and  pcrliaps  more  injury  than  open  pro. 
i-meness  j  though  its  iuHuencu  may  not  spread 
so  far  t^rouud. 

To  escape  trom  this  depth  of  wickedness,  and 
to  raise  our  minds  to  tlio  capacity  of  otlering 
tliauksgivings  accejitable  to  God— let  us  resolve, 
wlieuever  opportunities  oiler,  to  cultivate  his  pre- 
scrihed  worship  ;  to  enter  reverendly  the  place 
set  apart  fur  it  ;  always  before  the  beginning  of 
llie  service,  and  luunbly  on  our  knees  iu  his 
l)rcsence,  (for  he  is  present,  especially  when 
{wo  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  his  name) 
to  confess  to  him,  that  we  have  followed  too 
mucii  the  devices  and  desires  of  our  own  hearts; 
and  never  to  omit  kneeljng  before  him,^  accord- 
ing to  the  prescriijed  rules  of  our  Episcopal 
Church  i  for,  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  cv.'ry  knee 
sliould  bow.  The  rules  prescribed  by  our  Church, 
by  all  who  luive  accurately  examined  them,  arc 
allowed  to  be  the  most  pure;  and  those  who 
conform  to  the  iluu-ch,  ought  surely,  iibsolutely 
1,0  conform,  and  strenuously  eudca\or  to  support 
it ;  nt)t  by  entering  into  vain  disputes  on  the  sub- 
ject, but'  by  a  uniformly  cxen^.plary  conduct ; 
both  at  the 'time  01' the  service,  and  ut  tlic  time, 
when  not  employed  in  their  worldly  attiiirs  ;  for 
man  was  not  formed  lor  continual  contempla- 
lion  ;  and  necessary  business  without  any  breach 
ot'  piety  and  devotion,  may  surely,  regularly  be 
attended  to. 

But  the  most  necessary  ])art  of  devotion,  I  am 
verv  sorry  to  say— is,  1  believe,  n.ot  })roperly  re- 
ilected  on,  and  too  little  considered  ;  though  it 
ought  to  be  considered,  and  ])articii)ated  with 
iieiutfelt  jov,   piai.^e  and  thanksgiving  ;    the  glo- 


rious  privilege  of  spiritually  partaking  of  the  bo- 
dy  and  Mood  of  Clhrist,  which  i\c  has  coiTiniand- 
ed  to  be  received  in  remcnibrance  of  him.  Do 
\MSy  he  says,  in  remcmbnince  of  me.  And  shall 
we  'ne'dect  thus  to  rcmcnibcr  our  aftcctioiiat*- 
Redeemer  ?  shall  we  not  rather  rejoiee  in  everv 
opportunity  of  manifesting  <)ur  love,  our  p-ali- 
tude  and  our  reverence  for  him  ? 

Many  alledge  that  they  are  afraid  to  receive  tlie 
sacrament ;  I  am  surprised  tliat  thi-y  are  lUA  alVaid 
of  omitting  to  receive  it.     Wiiy  sliould  they  not, 
except  there  is  some  sin  which  they  will   ui.-t  de- 
termine to  relinquish,   approach  with  contidencc 
and  hope  the  throne  of  grace?  For  if  they  wait 
till  they  feel  i:   their  minds,  a  consciousness  that 
denotes  perfection,  they  never  will  with  comfort 
or  pleasure  receive  it.     'i'hey  camiot,   I  am  con- 
fident,  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  themselves, 
even  by  receiving  it  unworthily  ;  but  they  may 
kindle  God*s  wrath  against  them,  and   without 
repentance,  provoke  him  to  plague  tiiem  with 
divers  diseases  ;  and  they  may  sustain  the  loss  of 
a  happy  immortality  :    J^iey   cannot  receive  it 
unworthily  ;  and  as  has  been  mastakenly  su})i)os- 
ed,  sin  against  the  Holy  CJhost :  For  that  sin,  it 
is  not  dilliciilt  to  demonstrate,  it  is  impossible 
now  to  conmiit. 

Our  Saviour  thoroughly  knew  the  hearts  oi 
men  ;  the  hearts  of  those  wretchedly  abandoned 
Pharisees  ;  who  exclaimed,  "  This  fellow  doth 
<♦  not  cast  out  Devils,  but  by  Beelzebub,  the 
"  Prince  of  Devils."  Our  Saviour  saith,  "  All 
«'  manner  of  sin  and  blas})hemy,  shall  be  forgiv- 
<•  en  nnto  men  ;  but  the  blasphemy  against  the 
"  Holy  Ghost,'*  i.  c.  against  the  Spirit  of  (iod. 
v^hich'  wo'keth   in  me,  "  ^liall  not  be  forgiven 
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unto  men.    And  whosoever  speaJketh  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,"  i.  e.  against  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
me,  "it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him ;  neither  in 
this  world,  nor  in  the  world  to  come."     Our  bles- 
sed Saviour,  as  I  said  before,  perfectly  knew  the 
hearts  of  men  j  he  knew  that  those  Pharisees  had 
been  eye  witnesses  to  the  astonishing  miracles  he 
liad  performed  ;  which  were  almost  all  wrought, 
not  so  much  to  surprise,  as  compassionately  to 
j'elieve  the  distresses  of  the  afflicted ;  and  to  pro- 
duce in  the  souls  of  the  spectators,  stedfast  faith, 
and  filial  love  of  the  God  and  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.     He  knew  that  their  hearts  were  harden- 
ed ;  that  they  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins ; 
and  so  devoted  to  the  infernal   Prince  of  this 
world  as  to  attribute  to  him  the  miracles  wrought 
by  the  Saviour  of  this  world.     Can  any  one  con- 
ceive that  those  meii  had  sunk  their  hearts  to  such 
a  degree  of  blasphemy,   as  so  judge  that  the  be- 
neficent miracles  of  our  blessed  Lord  were  not 
his  work  ;  that  those  men  who  had  perhaps  wit- 
nessed ureat  part  of  his  loving  kindness,  his  mer- 
ciful foigi  veil  ess,  and  his  tender  compjassion  for 
all  who  tVuly  turned  to  him,  could  attribute  such 
works  as  his,  not  to  him,  but  to  Beelzebub,  the 
Piiiice  cf  the  Devils.     Our  Lord  knew  that  they 
were  al)aiidoned  to  the  continuation  of  approving 
file  works  of  Beelzebub  j  and  were  sudi  devoted 
slaves  to  his  power,  as  to  determine  against  turn- 
ing their  souls  to  the  Hving  God.     You,  he  might 
say,  who  have  been  eye  witnesses  to  the  miracleg 
wiiich  I  have  wrought,  and  will  not  believe,  will 
ut'N  er  repent  of  your  manifold  sins,  and  of  course 
will  not  be  forgiven,  either  in  this  world,  or  in 
the  world  Lo  come.     But  we,  my  brethren,  wha 
have  not  been  eye  witnesses  to  one  of  our  Sa- 
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viour's  miracles,  cannot  be  guilty  of  the  lieiiioua 
sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  cannot  for  that 
sin  be  excluded  from  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

By  our  determination  to  fulfil  this  most  essen- 
tial duty  of  receiving  the  holy  sacrament,  and  all 
the  illustrious  ordinances  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
we  may  look  up  with  true  thanksgiving,  or  with 
grateful  hearts  for  his  astonishing  mercies  to  us, 
in  chastenin     and  treading  down  our  enemies, 
and  the  enemies  of  our  Allies,  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  restoring  to  us  such  a  peace  ;  which 
by  our  determined  devotion  to  him,  and  obedi- 
ence to  all  his  commandments,   as  may  long- 
long  continue.     Surely,  our  being  blessed,  with 
the  subject  of  thanksgiving,  ought  to  call  forth, 
"  all  that  is  within  us ;"  all  our  love  and  adora- 
tion,  and  gratitude  to  the  God  of  t!ic  Universe,- 
and  fix  in  us  the  continuance  of  them,  to  the  end 
of  our  lives  ;  and  conduct  us  peacefully  to  our 

latter  end. 

'J  he  pouring  down  the  vengeance  of  the  Al- 
mightv,  the  pouring  down  the  vials  of  his  wrath, 
are,  1  suppose,  not  very  far  from  their  accom- 
plishment. The  distresser  and  tormentor  of  the 
world,  labors  I  think,  under  humiliation  ;  I  should 
hope  adequate  to  his  enormous  crimes.  The 
horrid  crimes  of  reducing  to  the  most  abject 
slavery,  all  over  whom  lie  had  daringly  and  im- 
piously gained  an  ascendency,  and  of  opprcssmg 
and  deluging  the  world  in  blood.  Who  without 
horror,  can  contemplate  the  atrocious  crimes,  and 
omit  to  reflect  on  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing. Can  a  Being  perfect  as  he  is,  in  justice, 
suffer  the  crying  calamities  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Europe  have  undergone,  except  they  had  justly 
merited  the  punishments,  under  which  they  have 
B 


10 


so  deeply  groaned.  Can  the  God  of  justice  con- 
duct himself  unjustly  ?  But  why,  you  may  Say, 
have  the  innocent  so  much  suffered.  Why,  has 
the  innocent  widow  clasped  her  infant  child,  in 
an  indescribable  agony  of  grief  to  her  bosom, 
and  vainly  implored  the  protection  uithe  Father 
of  mercies  ?  Vainly,  far  otherwise ;  for  whom 
the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth  ;  and  will  doubt- 
less reward  the  sufferings  of  the  truly  innocent, 
with  an  eternal  weight  of  glory  in  the  world  to 
come. 

But  why  was  tin's  pouring  out  of  the  vials  of 
God'swrath?  For  the  absolutely  necessary  scourg- 
ing the  wicked  j  and  the  calamities  falling  oil  their 
relatives,  was  very  probably  intended  as  an  aug- 
mentation to  the  sling  of  their  infliction.  May 
all  the  wicked  sufferers,  have  been  brought  to 
s:nch  a  sense  of  their  crimes,  as  will  conduct  them 
to  their  eternal  salvation  !  We  cannot  otherwise 
conclude,  but  that  the  horrid  murders,  and  suf- 
ferings from  war,  and  various  other  sources  of 
dlliction  were  tlie  intention  of  an  all  wise  and 
just  Providence,  for  the  necessaiy  chastisement 
of  the  world. 

The  more  we  reflect  on  the  magnitude  and 
extent  of  these  sufferings,  the  more,  as  they  are 
the  v>'ise  chastisements  of  God,  we  shall  adore  Iiis 
justice  and  his  goodness,  in  working  to  ellcct  the 
penitence  of  all  who  are  not  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins. 

AVhat  is  tlie  occasion  my  brethren,  of  your  as- 
sembling in  this  church.  You  are  not.  met  sure- 
ly to  odor  tlie  sacrafice  of  fools,  for  they  consid- 
er not,  that  ihev  do  evil.  Are  vou  met  to  make 
your  critical  remarks  on  the  preaching  ?  you 
ought  not  so  to  meet  j  you  arc  met  to  prepare 
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yourselves;  to  enable  yourselves  to  offer  such 
prayer,  praise  and  thanksgiving,  as  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  your  heavenly  Father.     Do  my  breth^ 
ren  believe  me,  the  sermon  is  tlic  most  unessen- 
tial part  of  divine  worship.     Our  humble  confes- 
sions on  our  knees,  before  our  heavenly  Benefac- 
tor,   our   devout   and  heartfelt   prayers  on  our 
knees,  to  him  for  his  manifold  mercies,  protection 
and  support ;  these  are  offerings  if  devoutly  sin- 
cere, truly  acceptable  to  our  (iod.     These  are 
offerings,  that  will  turn  us  Irom  the  broad  way, 
that  iSideth  us  to  profane  swearing,  llcenliocs- 
ness  and  destruction,  and  conduct  us  m  tac  n:u- 
row  path— the  path  that  is  beset  with  dangers 
and  difficulties,  which  leadcth  to  eternal  litc.--. 
The  path  that  is  beset  with  dangers  and  difhciil- 
ties;  will  so  strengthen  and  fortity  us  that  \vu 
shall  with  the  help  of  our  God,  be  enabled,  1  hope, 
to  repel  the  attacks  of  our  neighbouring  enemies ; 
to  chastise  them  for  their  presumptuous  iiuqmtu's, 
to  effect  their  penitence,  and  lead  them  to  obe- 
dience, to  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  Universe, 
bv  their  sincere  repentance.     From  those   who 
choose  tlie  narrow  path,  will  the  wrath  ot  the  Ai- 
mio-hty  be  averted  ;  and  must  abundantly  lall  on 
tlie'm,  who  impiously,  persist  in  breaking  the  laws 
of  the   Holy  Gospel ;  but  till  the  hearts  oi  all 
who  are  faithful  with  praise  and  thanksgivmg  to 
Almighty   God,   for  the   victories  through  his 
mighr,  which  they  have  deserved  to  gain. 

You  see  my  brethren,  that  thanksgiving  is  a 
mere  mockery  of  the  gracious  mercies  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  without  our  being  duly  prepared,  by 
Tjenit'-iitial  prayer  and  praise,  and  humble  resig- 
nation to  his  divine  will ;  and  that  we  must  be 
<ubject  to  the  inflictions,  which  have  desolaleti 
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ihe  greatest  part  of  Eiiropo,  if  wc  are  weak  and 
wickeil  enougli,  to  be  void  of  this  due  prepara- 
tion. For  can  the  God  of  justice  desist  from 
ini])artially  administering  justice,  tliroughout  the 
wliole  world  ?  Can  the  God  of  truth  and  mercy, 
uiitio'ate  those  punishments  which  are  essential 
to  tile  penitence  and  happiness  of  his  creatures. 
He  cannot,  for  some  of  his  characteristics  are 
iaithfuhiess  ami  justice,  perfect  goodness,  recti- 
tude and  truth. 

j\Iay  he,  and  I  trust  he  will,  look  down  in  his 
justice  and  mercy  on  our  most  gracious,  beloved 
.Sovereign  ;  and  if  he  vouchsafes  not,  to  com- 
plete his  crown  of  honor  and  glory  here,  may  he 
crown  him  with  eternal  honor  and  glory  hereaf- 
ter ;  and  enable  his  successor  to  follow  his  victo- 
rious steps  ;  and  may  his  goodiiess  and  piety  of 
lieart  descend  to  his  loyal  subjects  ;  and  ditiuse 
itself  very  far  around. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  if  we,  a  very  small  num^ 
bcr  united  for  devotion,  for  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  God  ;  and  determining  with  our  whole 
souls,  to  worsliip  and  serve  him,  and  serve  our 
fellow  crcatuies  us  we  ought,  (luring  the  course 
of  our  lives  ;  if  this  small  portion  of  us  may  so  ob- 
tain God's  grace,  as  to  enable  us,  to  look  nj*  to 
him,  with  the  joyful  expectation  of  his  bounty, 
flowing  upon  us  in  the  comforts  of  peace,  plenty 
and  pros})erity,  in  these  Provinces.  Our  thus 
uniting,  and  the  like  union,  of  many  other 
GlHuchcs,  may  bring  forth  this  gracious  effect ; 
and  should  they  not,  for  all  our  truly  pious  in- 
tentions, our  Lood  God  will  assuredly  bestow  an 
ample  reward. 

IJe  convinced  my  brethren,  that  not  fleeing  as 
from  the  bitterest  enemies  to  the  peace  of  oui 
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souls,  drunkenness,  from  every  kind  of  luxury, 
gind  licentiousness— -from  the  horrid  vice  of  pro- 
fane swearing  and  blasphemy  ;  for  by  our  words 
we  shall  be  judged,   and  by  our  words  we  shall 
be  condemned ;  from  profane  swearing  and  bias- 
phemy,  one  of  the  blackest  of  crimes  ;  as  to  this, 
there  is  positively  no  temptation  to  offend  the 
purest  spirit  of  goodness ;  whom  we  arc  bound 
constantly  to  praise  ;  for  our  creation,  preserva- 
tion and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life,  nnd  for  our 
prospect  of  a  glorious  life  to  come  ;  this  proiane- 
ness  is  surely  a  mark  of  our  being  led  by,  and 
devoted  to  the  spirit  of  wickedness  ;  to  the  bhis- 
phemous  Prince  of  this  world,  the  Prince  of  dark- 
ness ;  daringly  rebelling  against  the  blessed,  the 
gracious  God  of  heavenly  light.      Our  fleeing 
from  these  vices,  and  eternally  abandoning  them, 
will  procure  us  the  grace  of  heartlelt  thankful- 
ness to  the  only  wise  God  ;  and  we  shidl  be  ena- 
bled to  feel  as  in  duty  bound,  the  surprising  bles- 
sings he  has  of  late  bestowed  upon  us,  and  on 
our  Allies  ;  and  ardently  to  hope,  that  such  kind 
of  good,  such  victories  will  be  our  portion  in  this 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.     Thus  helped 
by  the  strength  and  shield  of  the  Lord,  our  hearts 
will  greatly  rejoice  ;    our  song,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  text,  shall  praise  him. 

By  abandoning  the  horrid  vices,  before  men-^ 
tioned,  are  doubtless,  by  fervent  intercessions  of 
the  Almighty,  shall  acquire  the  blessed  power  of 
the  humble  imitation  of  ourlSaviour's  heavenly  vir- 
tues ;  we  shall  be  endued  with  pleasures  and  en- 
joyments, unfeltand  unknown  to  the  perpetrators 
of  crimes.  The  pleasures  of  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  best  of  our  brethren  j  the  pleasures  of 
participating  their  enjoyments,  and  soothing  th'jir 
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sorrows  ;  and  with  them,  looking  up  to  the  Lord 
and  Saviour,  the  God  of  all  comfort,  for  his  gra- 
cious acceptance  of  our  thoughts,  words  and 
deeds ;  the  heartfelt  pleasures  of  relieving  the 
distresses  of  the  indigent,  and  the  consolation  of 
leading  their  souls  to  the  love  of  God  ;  and  the 
love  of  thanksgiving  for  their  various  blessings,  to 
his  holy  name.  To  witness  the  comfort  and  re- 
lief, wliicli  they  manifest,  is  one  of  our  blessed 
Saviour's  enjoyments  ;  whoi>c  meat  and  drink, 
and  consolation,  was  doin;;-  nood. 

Do  we  feel  ourselves  })rcj)arcd  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  ofFcrhig  thanksgivinp:  to  God,  by  our 
fixed  resolution,  in  future,  to  be  obedient  to  all 
his  commandments,  let  us  with  our  whole  so'ils, 
exult  in  the  words  of  our  textj  "The  Lord  is 
my  strength  and  my  shield  ;  my  heart  trusted  in 
him,  and  I  was  helped  ;  tiierefore  my  heart  great- 
ly rejoiceth  ;  and  with  my  song  will  I  praise  liim/* 
Be  assured  my  brethren,  that  there  is  no  devo- 
tion in  tiianksgiving,  which  will  be  acceptable  to 
God,  without  our  deternnnation  to  become  truly 
penitent ;  and  that  thanksgiving  will  aflbrd  us, 
but  a  momentary  satisfacti.>n   and  comfort,  and 
not  contribute  to  our  relief  from   tlie  })ains  and 
perils  of  war  ;  and  to  our  })rospect  of  prosperity 
:ini\   peace  ;  but  by  our  fleeing  from  vice  and 
closely  adhering  to,   and  obeying  the  gracious 
precepts  of  the  Gospel.     Thus,  well  disciplined, 
putting  on  the  shield  of  faith  and  the  breastplate 
of  righteousness,   we  shall  ])raisc  and  thank  our 
J^enefactor,   with  a  joy  and  comfort,   unfelt  by 
the  uii'   cpared,  the  impenitent,   and  the  unhap- 
py.    Let  us  be  prepared  then,  for  wx^  know  not 
when  the  day  of  the  Lord  shall  come  ;  to  enjoy 
that  peace  and  comfort,  which  the  cessation  cf 
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\W!f  can  never  bestow  on  the  voluptuou*,,  the  li- 
centious, the  profanely  blaspliemous  and  the  im- 
penitent. And  thus  prepared,  let  us  wi+h  joyful 
thanksgiving  and  praise,  look  up  to  that  country, 
whose  maker  and  builder  is  God ;  and  abandon 
all  the  trifling  pleasures,  and  groveling  luxuries 
thai,  have  a  tendency  to  chain  our  souls  to  earth, 
and  withhold  their  elevation  to  the  hope  of  gain- 
ing  admission  into  the  everlasting  lappy  mansions 
of  the  blessed.  How  can  wc,  as  rational,  as  pi- 
ous and  religious  beings,  in  any  degree  risk  the 
loss  of  an  inheritance  of  the  blessed  ?  Ought  we 
not  to  fear  running  the  hazzard  of  such  a  loss  ? 
Surely  we  ought  to  fear  even  the  hazzard  of  the 
loss  o'f  that  temporal  comfort,  by  neglect  of  de- 
votion and  righteousness  ;  which  compared  with 
the  blessedness  of  the  illustrious  felicity  to  be  en- 
joyed in  the  presence  of  the  Almighty  is  nothing, 
is  as  the  dust  of  the  balance. 

Let  us  then,  with  the  true  spirit  of  thanksgiv- 
ing, devoutly  and  piously  attribute  to  the  Uni- 
versal Father,  for  the  victories  of  our  Allies ; 
which  have  brought  forth  in  Europe,  th(  bles- 
sings of  peace,  all  honor,  praise,  might,  majesty 
and  dominion.  Let  us  always  remember,  that  it 
is  God  who  worketh  in  us,  both  to  will,  and 
to  do.  For  all  our  late  successes  then,  and  the 
happy  peace,  which  has  taken  place  in  Europe, 
let  us  gratefully  repeat  our  thanksgivings  to  the 
Universal  Father ;  give  him  the  gloiy  of  our  vic- 
tories, and  look  to  him  for  protection  and  sup- 
port ;  exerting  the  powere  which  he  has  bestow- 
ed ui)on  us,  witli  ardent  hope  of  obtaining  by  our 
devotions  to  him,  the  blesshigs  in  these  Provinces 
of  glorious  victory,  and  perniancnt  ])eace.  But 
except  the  Lord  of  Hosts  from  our  ardent  grati- 
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"tude  to  him,  vouchsafes  to  go  forth  with  cm 
fleets,  and  our  mighty  forces,  arrived  from  Eu- 
rope, we  cannot  surely  presume  to  hope  to  be 
favored  by  him,  with  these  blessings.  May  he 
bestow  on  us  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  exalt 
our  souls  with  filial  reverence  to  him,  and  grate- 
ful thanksgiving. 


